% Shelby County Humane Society

Publisher: Kelly Jedlicki

KEEPING YOUR PET SAFE
THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS
By Dr Teresa Gregory

As we head into winter and the holiday season, there are

several health risks to our pets that need to be remembered.
FOODS
Winter brings many holiday traditions that are centered
around food. From the holiday turkey to your favorite
chocolate chip cookies, there are many risks for your pet.
Foods that are high in fat such as ham, turkey, many
desserts, etc. can cause digestive upset or even potentially
life threatening problems like pancreatitis. Make an extra
effort to keep your pet on its regular diet and away from rich
or fatty foods. Bones in foods such as turkey also pose a
risk of intestinal blockage or perforation. Most people know
that chocolate can be toxic to pets. Dark chocolate and
especially baker’s chocolate have the highest amount of
compounds that can cause problems such as seizures and
kidney damage. Milk chocolate or small amounts of dark
chocolate are more likely to cause intestinal upset than
severe damage. Another risk that is less well known is from
the sugar free sweetener xylitol. Commonly found in sugar
free gums and candies, xylitol can cause severe
hypoglycemia, seizures, and liver failure. Even one or two
pieces of gum with this sweetener can be enough to be fatal
for a 20 pound dog. Be careful to avoid exposure to
chocolate and artificial sweeteners, and if you think your pet
may have eaten them please call your veterinarian
immediately.
DECORATIONS

While plants and holiday decorations help make the season
more festive, be cautious around your pets. Tinsel and
ribbon are very attractive to pets, especially cats, and can
commonly cause intestinal blockage and damage if eaten.
Also, watch your pets carefully to keep them from chewing
or becoming tangled in electrical cords. Although poinsettias
have long been rumored to be toxic, it now appears their
effects are limited to mild gastrointestinal irritation. However,
amaryllis and many species of lilies can cause fatal kidney
damage if even relatively small amounts are ingested. Be
very careful to keep these plants out of your pet’s reach.
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Another Happy Ending:

A “Failure” Isn’t Always Bad: Riley’s Story
By Lauren Rapp

| first laid eyes on Riley while browsing through the
available animals on Petfinder.com. | knew the very
minute that | saw him that [ HAD to have him.

Over the summer | fostered a dog for the Shelby County
Humane Society. Once the dog was adopted | thought
I'd try fostering again only this time....I ended up
adopting my foster. Riley first came to my home as a
foster in July. He came to SCHS with his mother, Dottie,
and his sister, Freck, (both whom are still available).

Riley had some issues initially with territory but with
patience and guidance from myself and my 80 pound pit
mix he has turned into one major snuggle bug. Riley
goes to doggy daycare two days a week and enjoys his
frequent visits to the family's farm in Waddy.

While | failed as a foster parent | won a perfect pup!
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WEATHER
Exposure to the cold can result in frostbite and hypothermia. If
your pet must stay outside, make sure it has adequate shelter
and dry bedding. Provide fresh, unfrozen water frequently. When
the temperature turns bitterly cold, please provide indoor shelter
for your pet. When the weather gets colder, it is also time to
winterize the car. Please remember the traditional antifreeze

contains ethylene glycol, with is extremely toxic even in very small

amounts. Just a few licks can be enough to send a cat or small

dog into kidney failure. If you change your car’s antifreeze be very

careful to clean up any spills and dispose of the used fluid

properly. Consider using newer antifreeze types available that do

not contain ethylene glycol and are not as toxic. If you suspect
your pet has had exposure to antifreeze please contact your
veterinarian immediately, as delaying treatment even one or two

hours can make the difference in your pet's survival. Please take

the time this holiday season to make sure your pet is safe.

% Please help our animals%

have a Merry Christmas

You can help one of our animals have a Merry Christmas by
participating in our Christmas Angel Ornament trees at
Petsmart (Outer Loop - Louisville), Shelby County Humane
Society (shelter), Metzger's (Shelbyville) and on-line:
www.shelbycohumanesociety.com.

Trees are currently up and there are plenty of animals that
are spending another Christmas with the Shelby County
Humane Society.

December 6/7, 13/14, 20/21 Pictures with Santa Paws at
Petsmart - Outer Loop near Jefferson Mall, 11 am - 4 pm.

| rescued a human today.

Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corridor
peering apprehensively into the kennels.

| felt her need instantly and knew | had to help her.

| wagged my tail, not too exuberantly, so she wouldn't be
afraid.

As she stopped at my kennel | blocked her view from a
little accident | had in the back of my cage.

| didn't want her to know that | hadn't been walked today.
Sometimes the shelter keepers get too busy and | didn't
want her to think poorly of them.

As she read my kennel card | hoped that she wouldn't feel
sad about my past.

| only have the future to look forward to and want to make
a difference in someone's life.

She got down on her knees and made little kissy sounds
atme.

| shoved my shoulder and side of my head up against the
bars to comfort her.

Gentle fingertips caressed my neck; she was desperate
for companionship.

A tear fell down her cheek and | raised my paw to assure
her that all would be well.

Soon my kennel door opened and her smile was so bright
that | instantly jumped into her arms.

| would promise to keep her safe.

| would promise to always be by her side.

| would promise to do everything | could to see that
radiant smile and sparkle in her eyes.

| was so fortunate that she came down my corridor.

So many more are out there who haven't walked the
corridors.

So many more to be saved.

At least | could save one.

| rescued a human today !
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% Looking for that special one?

All of our animals are spayed/neutered, micro chipped, up
to date on vaccines, dewormed and have been treated for
fleas. Cats have been tested for feline leukemia. Dogs
have been heartworm tested.

While many of our animals are listed on Petfinder:
http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/KY07.html -

there are some that may have not been listed yet. If you
can not find what you are looking for, please call.

The shelter is open to the public for adoptions on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday from 1 -5 PM. If
these times are not convenient, please contact Lisa Lynch,
Shelter Manager or Melissa Wright, Assistant Director @.
633-4033 and they can help facilitate a meeting time.

All of our dogs, reptiles, birds, rodents and rabbits are in
foster care, so in order to set up a ‘date’, it is best to contact
the foster parent listed on petfinder or call Melissa Wright
to facilitate a meeting.

Adoption Numbers:
Melissa Wright: 633-4033; 220-6212
Lisa Lynch: 633-4033; 220-2014

I1§Featured Special Adoptables ﬁ%

Candy was rescued from a hoarder situation in Bullitt County.
The house was covered in fleas, roaches, and feces. Poor
Candy was left locked in crate with layers and layers of
newspaper covering her feces and urine. She suffered from
an embedded collar, mal-nourishment, and severe flea
allergies. Despite what she has been through she is very
outgoing and loves people. She does great with other dogs.
She does not appear to do well with cats.

Iﬁ§Featured Special Adoptables% &

These three babies are growing up at the shelter. They
need a home for the holidays. Please don't let their very
first Christmas be at a shelter! All 3 siblings can be seen
at the shelter.

Tubby is absolutely adorable! He is approximately 10
weeks old (10-08). With his long ear tufts we believe he
will be a medium to long haired cat. He has a great
personality and is lots of kitten fun. Tubby likes to be
held and snuggled as well as interactive play

Baby Possum is approximately 10 weeks old (10-08). He is a
very relaxed kitten that loves to be held and snuggled but lots
of play time are pretty important too. For a young kitten this

baby is super sweet and very gentle.

Baby Charmin is a dream baby girl. She is super sweet and
loves to cuddled. Charmin is approximately 10 weeks old (10-
08). This little girl has a great personality and is very
personable. Play or snuggling are fine with her, she just wants
to be loved.
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ﬁ Featured Adoptables Iﬁ}

Three words describe this guy perfectly...silly, Silly, SILLY! Elliot is a
character that is a lot of fun to be around. He does enjoy hugs and
snuggles but mostly he enjoys being belly up and being silly. Elliot
loves to play with toys, and other kitties, but his favorite is people. No
matter what you are trying to do he jumps right in the middle of it and
flips over for belly rubs. He is a very happy go lucky and funny boy
who needs a home where he can get all the attention and belly rubs
he deserves.

Hello! My name is Serenity. | was rescued by the humane society
after I hurt my right hind leg. My hip had broken and already
rehealed itself before | was found. It causes a very slight limp when |
walk, but | am fine now. It doesn't hurt and | am getting stronger
everyday. Luckily, | was able to get out of the shelter and into a
foster home so | can run around and get some my leg some
exercise! But | still need a permanent home. | love to play with other
cats and don't mind living with dogs. | am very loving and purr a lot. |
am playful and energetic, but | love to cuddle.

This is one sweet and adorable little girl. Daffy came to us as a
teeny tiny little girl covered in fleas and suffering from flea anemia.
We bathed, deflead, and medicated her until she wase healthy and
ready for a home. Daffy is much loved by all at the shelter and she
loves to be held and snuggled. She is a wonderful little girl who
needs her own family who will cuddle and snuggle her all the time.

F\/\% Featured Adoptables H

Dottie was desperately seeking safety for her two puppies
when she wondered upon someone’s property. She found an
old barn and made it her home. However the people who
owned the property were not looking to get a dog and made
her leave. She wondered a little further down the road where
she found another barn, this time she was rescued by a
volunteer of our organization. Dottie is estimated to be 2-3
years old. She is crate trained and close to being
housebroken. Dottie does great with dogs and cats. She is a
great dog. She likes to cuddle up next to a human for a little
T.V. time. She is very quiet and well mannered. Dottie is a
sweet, submissive girl looking for permanent safety.

Bozwell was rescued from a kill shelter at 7 weeks of age. As
of 12/01/08 he is 5 months old. Bozwell is an active puppy
looking for a home with someone to play with. He appears to
be fine with other dogs and cat. He loves everyone he meet.
Bozwell ride great in a car and does well in the bath. He
needs work on house manners and leash walking. He is a
very intelligent puppy and would easily be trained.






